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Most of the Legacy home owners are aware of the Legacy Landscape Committee. Please take 

some time to look over the information we are providing in regards to common area issues. 

These guidelines can and should be applied to your own yards to ensure that problem areas are 

not caused by the operations systems of your property.  

Our soil here in Legacy is mostly clay with high silt content. A lot of areas are deficient in iron 

and some have ph balance off. We suggest that if you notice abnormalities in your plant 

material on your property you get a soil test via a local lab. The analysis will show deficiencies 

and advise on corrections.  

Herein we will address the most urgent and pressing issues that are currently a problem 

throughout our community.  

Watering: Most of the tree and plant decline that we have monitored over the last 3-4 months 

is due to overwatering and heat scorch. These factors occur typically in the summer months 

when the outside temperature reaches and exceeds the 100 degree mark. We cannot control 

the heat scorch but we can do something about the water use. The immediate reaction to high 

temperatures is to add water without checking the soil moisture content. This scenario causes 

more problems to plants and trees than any other condition. The water availability for every 

plant is within the to 10-12 inches of the soil, for grasses is the top 4-5 inches. Trees declining 

from overwatering do not recover, the ones drying out can still spend energy if adequate water 

is added and survive the stress. Always check the soil moisture before making adjustments. 

Saturated soils do not release water to the plant, reducing the necessary nutrients needed for 

healthy growth. Make sure the water from your landscape does not overflow onto the common 

areas.  

Tree wells: Once the trees are planted the grasses need to be kept away from the base of the 

trunk. Do not use weed-eaters to cut the grass as damage to the root collar can be severely 

detrimental to the health and vigor of the trees. Maintain the area 18-20 inches away from the 

trunk by using hand pulling or installing a 2-inch layer of organic mulch. An approved chemical 

can also be used as per label recommendations. It is against the best practices to use rock, hard 

rubber, impenetrable plastic, concrete or other non-porous products that prohibit oxygen 

availability to the root system. It is also very damaging to pile soil, bark, rock to a volcano look 

at the bottom of the trunk. The root collar should be high enough to be visible. 



Planting trees and shrubs: The planting of all trees and plants have two critical procedures that 

need to be considered in order to have a more successful establishment and retention rate.  

(1)  Prepare the soil by loosening the entire planting area. Rotor-tilling to a depth of 10-12 

inches is the best way to achieve this. Digging the hole 1-2 times wider than the ball of the 

plant. Amend the soil with a neutralized organic mulch if the soil is deficient in organic matter. 

Legacy soils are very poor in organic matter based on soil tests obtained in phase 5 about two 

years ago.  

(2) Plant higher than the native grade. Do not plant in a low spot and keep in mind to not make 

the bottom of the hole deeper than the plant ball size. Soil settles after being watered so plant 

high.  

Pruning: Never top a tree unless you are trying to salvage a tree with a dead top. Trees are 

living plants and expend energy to heal when cuts are made on branches, trunks, or roots. 

Large branch cuts are only allowed to be made on larger trees that have not been properly 

trained at a young age. Just remove critical crossing and rubbing branches that damage the 

bark of the lateral branches. For shrubs, know your plants. Know the growth pattern, size at 

maturity, growth rate and plant the right plant in the right space to avoid over pruning and hard 

cuts. Plants grow based on leaf to crown ratio. If a plant is constantly pruned it will get woody 

branch exposure, decline, stunt growth and die. While all that is happening over a few months 

period, the plant will display an unpleasant appearance.  

 

Thank you for reading our information and please let us know if you have any questions.  

Best regards,  

Legacy Landscape Committee  
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